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In these experiments, NaCI solution electrodes on definite areas were 
used. Batteries were entirely excluded in this and subsequent work. 

The experiments by Sidis and Nelson were carried on by means of 
platinum hypodermic electrodes inserted in various parts of the bodies of 
live rabbits. The galvanic deflections were read by means of a D'Arsonval 
galvanometer sensible to 225 megohms. The experimenters found that 
deflections were not caused by purely ideational processes. The galvanic 
reactions show themselves as a result of the electromotive-force-variations 
caused by muscular phenomena due to contraction, stretching, or straining. 

The muscular activity may be the result of various influences, psychic, 
sensory, physiological, chemical, thermal, electrical, or mechanical. The 
muscles in the circuit contribute most of the electromotive force. These 
muscles may be voluntary or involuntary. 

This, I think, summarizes briefly the work that has been carried on 
by Dr. Sidis. It is evident that many complicating factors must be con- 
sidered. Electrical phenomena present themselves in so many situations. 
The measurements of galvanic deflections must be delicately done, in fact 
so delicately that other measurements will probably yield more practical 
results for the psychologists. The methods used in the last experiments 
could not well be applied to human subjects. Cruder or less detailed 
methods would involve many vitiating complications. The pain and dis- 
turbances caused by hypodermic electrodes in themselves would be objec- 
tionable in trying to get at central influences. 

J. V. Breitwieser. 

Columbia University. 
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AROHIV FUE SYSTEMATISCHE PHILOSOPHIE. Band XV., 
Heft 4. November, 1909. Identitdt und WirHichheit (pp. 433-439) : 
A. Berkowitz. - E. Meyerson's Identite et realite' is highly instructive 
as a self -consistent " philosophy of sciences " combating modern positivism 
and is invaluable as a contribution to the history of sciences. A German 
translation is desirable. Le " sentiment interieur " et son role dans la 
psychologie de Lamarck (pp. 440-468) : H. G. Moreau. - It is to be re- 
gretted that unlike biologists the philosophers have neglected Lamarck 
who anticipated Comte. The entire third part of his philosophie zoolo- 
gique treats of psychology as a branch of biology. Life, sensation, 
thought is predieable of organized matter ; intelligent action characteristic 
of the higher stages of life is the outcome of the " inner sense " (the sense 
of existence), this accompaniment of a developed nervous system. Die 
sogenannte Ideenlehre des Muammar f 850 (pp. 469-484) : M. Horten. 
-Arabian sources show that Muammar was a naive realist. Thus, con- 
trary to S. Horovitz's assertions, his ideology has nothing in common 
with Plato's Ideas. Der Oegenstand der Erkenntnis (pp. 485-522) : P. 
Schwartzkopff. - Since Kant the subject-matter of cognition has been 
the focus of epistemology and the pivot of metaphysics. Now, is this 
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subject-matter the extra-subjective thing-in-itself or both subject and 
object or " immanent moments " of cognition as Bullaty would have it ? 
By reductio ad absurdum this immanence-theory is readily met, thus: 
If objectness be not real but mere immanence of cognition, then cognition 
itself is mere " fiction." Die Welt der Natur- und Geisteswissenschaften, 
die Metaphysik und die Philosophie (a chapter from a work soon to 
appear in print) (pp. 523-542) : M. Bar-Kuppenberg. - In its quest for 
the raw substance positivism soon became overwhelmed by the material 
and pronounced its own forced possitivity on abstinence, virtue of philos- 
ophy in general. It must be emphasized that the goal of philosophy is 
not the transcendentally causal but the synthetically telic unity. Uber 
Personlichkeitsbewertung (pp. 543-554) : H. Gomperz. - The theory of 
values must add to the logical, ethical, and esthetic also the personalistic 
values. Now-a-days we find the personality valued as such ; e. g., Fichte, 
regardless of the absurdities of his Wissenschaftslehre, is personalistically 
esteemed a greater thinker than the author of an accepted text-book. 
Der Wille. Ein Beitrag zur Beligionsphilosophie (pp. 555-562) : F. L. 
Denckmann. - The will-power is the concomitant of cell aggregates in the 
human brain. Man's conduct, his exercise of religion (as taught by 
Christ) is based on the training of the will which is not free but capable 
of freeing itself from all that is morally negative. Der VII. socialogische 
Kongress in Bern vom 20 bis 2k Juli 1909 (pp. 563-570). Stein, Ostwald, 
Roberty, and others discuss the main theme, Solidaritdt. Die neuesten 
Erscheinungen. 

AECHIV FUR SYSTEMATISCHE PHILOSOPHIE. Band XVI., 
Heft 1. February, 1910. Die Ideenlehre im modernern Oewande (pp. 
1-13) : O. Prochnow. - Schopenhauer's " Will " objectivating the thing- 
in-itself into the real world, Remke's dominants determining the direction 
of organic growth and of energy transformations, Hartmann's Superforces 
and the unconscious soul, they all are lineal descendants of Plato's Ideas. 
Ethische Betrachtungen (pp. 14-19) : G. Wendel. - A scientific system of 
ethics must be based on the fundamental distinction between the good' 
and the moral in human actions. The former, an intellectual judgment 
attained through the evaluation of things, serves as a " regulative " 
maxim, the latter is purely subjective. Zur Wissenschaft des Spinozismus 
(pp. 20-41) : E. Raff. - Spinoza's pantheism is at bottom a monismus 
materialesatus ; his substance as related to infinite space and time is noth- 
ing but matter. Also the ego becomes ultimately mere appearance of 
the absolute substance. And the two shortcomings of pantheism pointed 
out by Jacobi and Wolff again emerge in the contradiction that (a) the 
apodicticity of the ego-consciousness and (b) the abstract teleology no- 
where admit of a conceptual resolution into the immanency, all in being, 
becoming, and thinking. Die Philosophie meines Vaters (pp. 42-71) : 
V. Stern. - Philosophy hinges on the two problems of being and ethics ; 
to them are devoted Stern's works, Philosophischer und naturwissen- 
schaftlicher Monismus and Gesetze der Physik und Ethik. The one 
seeks to supplement Kant, deriving the contradictory world of appear- 
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ances from the uncontradictory Sein-an-sich. Unlike Spinoza's pan- 
theism Stern's is strictly positive: all is. His other work bases ethics on 
the evolutionary principles of differentiation, adaptation, etc. Les quatre 
regies inexactes du syllogism (pp. 72-78) : L. M. Billia. - Heedless of 
Duns Scot's and Rosmini's corrections of the syllogism, the logicians 
still cling to Aristotle, and its four rules must again be corrected. 
Rule I. : Utroque si prsemissa neget, nihil inde sequitur, save when 
there are in all three terms with a definite middle term. A like correc- 
tion applies to Rule II. : Nil sequitur geminis et particularibus unquam. 
Rule III. : Aut semel aut iterum medius generaliter esto, — not necessarily. 
Rule IV. : Pejorem sequitur semper conclusio partum, is inexact ; one of 
the premisses may be negative and the conclusion still positive. Die 
Psychogenesis der Philosophic und der Erkenntniswert der Mystik (pp. 
79-92) : L. Pohorilles. - Mysticism, the opposite pole of science, is the 
expression of the unknown, and yet philosophy, the mother of science, is 
but a differentiation from mysticism. This genesis is shown by the works 
of K. Joel, Der Ursprung der Naturphilosophie aus dem Geiste der 
Mystik, and of W. Shultz, Studien zur antiken Kultur. Das Problem 
der Form in der Ethik (pp. 93-120) : Gertedd Kuhl-Claassen. - The con- 
fusion of the two domains, of Sein and Sollen, has been removed by 
Marie Louise Euckendorff's book, Vom Sein und vom Haben der Seele 
whose dictum is, Thou shalt = thou shalt be, a unique principle of moral 
judgments for the individual, who as a particular is but a relation, a 
form actuated by synthesis with the overindividual in the consciousness 
of worth. Kant und Wundt uber Metaphysik (pp. 121-141) : H. Ro- 
mundt. - The colossal work of Kant was regarded by himself as a pro- 
paedeutic to a scientific metaphysic, while Wundt, in his Systematische 
Philosophische declares metaphysics " an obscure and avowedly useless 
science." It must be surmised that owing to Kant's difficult discourse 
Wundt has failed to grasp the essence of the critical philosophy. Defini- 
tionsgleichheit und symbolische Oleichheit (pp. 142-144) : O. Neuroth. - 
Tor the sake of clearness in the logical calculus, there should be 
distinguished three cases of equality illustrated thus: I., equality: 
(a~\-b)(a — b)=a 2 — b 2 ; II., definition equality: a-\- a ■■■ -\-a=~ab; 
III., symbolic equality: 6 V<* mTa*. Preisaufgabe (p. 145). The fourth 
competition by the Kant-Gesellschaft. Subject, Das Rectsgefiihl, etc. 
Die neuesten Erscheinungen. 
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